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“Team Teaching in a Junior College”

Report of an English Teaching Practice (Part Two)

Jonathan Hiceins and Genri Oxut

Abstract : This paper is a follow-up report detailing the teaching practice and

methodology of an “English Reading” course for second year undergraduate nursing
students attending Iida Women's Junior College (IWJC) in Iida City, Nagano

Prefecture”. The object of this paper is to follow up the previous report, to consider any

new issues and to discuss possible solutions. First, we report the aims and consequences

of the newly adopted midterm conversation test. Second, we report our reconsiderations

about the term paper test and mock paper tests. Both revisions were intended to

address issues we had identified in our previous report. Unfortunately, we encountered

different sets of problems this year and had to find alternative solutions.

Key words : T.T.(Team-Teaching Method), Conversation Practice, English Reading,

Evaluation and Improvement of Teaching.

1. Introduction

Jonathan Higgins (JH) and Genri Okui
(GO) have “team taught” the course
“English Reading” since the 2017 academic
year. The teaming methodology is one
which reverses the most common style
of English teaching in Japan, namely a
Japanese instructor leads the course with a
native English speaking assistant providing
support, typically limited to pronunciation,
intonation and non-verbal communication.
In our reversal the native speaker (JH)
takes the lead during lectures, while the
Japanese teacher (GO) provides bilingual
support. Moreover, the methodology is
also characterized by the aim to improve
students’ reading skills through pair-work

conversation practice. JH and GO agreed to

maintain and further develop this method,
building on our experiences from the 2017

academic year.

2. The First New Feature - Midterm
Conversation Test

2-1 Processes of Adoption

During the penultimate lecture of the
2017 course, JH selected Chapter Ten of
the class textbook “English for Medicine””
for in-class “conversation performance
assessment”. Students role-played a model
dialogue from the textbook. They were
graded based on memorization, accurate
pronunciation, stress and intonation, non-
verbal communication skills and overall
effectiveness. The tests were effective and
a majority of the students clearly enjoyed
the practical challenge instead of just a
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routine paper test.

The teaching staff did identify some
issues. The course textbook is not designed
to raise students’ skills in stages. The
difficulty level can be classified as ‘pre-
intermediate professional medical English’.
The level remains the same from the first
to last chapter (1-15) requiring students
to commence studying at a relatively high
understanding threshold. JH and GO had
briefly considered using an alternative
course book for 2018 but both agreed it
was appropriate to change the way in
which we used the textbook rather than
the publication itself. The textbook is
effective for large classes and includes a
comprehensive glossary of English medical
words and expressions.

Problems remained; for example, it was
impossible in a class of 50+ students, to
assess them individually during the course
of the semester. Therefore, JH and GO
decided to introduce a second mid-term
conversation practice test. To facilitate this
we reduced the number of chapters covered
in the textbook from thirteen to twelve.
We then divided this into two six-chapter
sections: 6 lectures covering chapters 1-6,
followed by one midterm conversation test.
Six more lectures based on chapters 7-12
concluding with another conversation test
followed by an in-class mock paper test
scheduled for the last week of lectures.
GO wrote a final paper examination which
students undertook during IWJC's test
week prior to the summer vacation.

During course planning discussions
between JH and GO prior to the 2018
semester they had considered increasing

the number of conversation tests from

one to three. The performance of the
students during the 2017 conversation tests
had been very encouraging and JH and
GO felt the students benefited from this
challenge. JH and GO decided to increase
the speaking assessment to two tests. It
was felt a change to three tests would have
necessitated reducing the overall number of
chapters studied from twelve to eleven or
even ten depending on time constraints. As
previously mentioned, the course textbook
content is challenging for second-year
Japanese nursing students and the teachers
felt students learned more from regular
lectures rather than just assessment tasks.

2-2 Putting It into Practice

The midterm conversation test was
held during the 7™ scheduled lecture.
JH selected the conversation script from
chapter four which he felt provided the
students with the best opportunities for
role-play. In addition, it was a well-balanced
dialogue between a ‘doctor’ and a ‘patient’
and one which students themselves may
have experience in their native language.
The students were told which chapter
to memorize three weeks prior to the
test. Students were told to choose a class
partner to work with - typically the person
sitting next to them.

The first test was successful. JH and GO
asked for each pair to volunteer to speak
next. Some students were shy and hesitated
to raise their hands at the beginning but
they gradually overcame their shyness and
soon were competing with other couples to
‘speak next’. Almost thirty pairs were able
to complete the conversation test during

the 90 minute lecture. JH sat at the rear of
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the classroom forcing students to speak in
a louder than normal voice in order to be
heard clearly. GO assisted by recognizing
the students’ identification numbers and
passing this information swiftly to JH in a
loud and clear voice to avoid unnecessary
delays. The teachers had not discussed this
methodology prior to the lecture rather it
occurred ‘automatically’ due to their good

working relationship built over two years.

2-3 Outcome and Application

The midterm conversation test directly
made it apparent that students’ English
speaking ability was untrained. Despite
clear instruction from JH about correct
word stress and sentence rhythm students
would quickly revert to Japanese language-
type pronunciation rules especially with
unnecessary stress on personal pronouns.
The students needed more practice.
Nevertheless every student was able to
complete the test and some showed good
speaking ability.

JH and GO decided to maintain the same
course structure prior to the midterm
They felt that minor

improvements in speaking ability could be

speaking test.

achieved through continued practice but
more significant changes in the teaching
rubric could affect the students’ English
reading studies - the main purpose of the
course. JH and GO believed that they had
sufficiently prepared the students for the
midterm speaking test and both teachers
had recognized that the students in-class
reading ability was gradually improving.
Japanese students of English often
struggle to speak English fluently when

they don’t fully understand grammar and

syntax. For example, Japanese language
often omits subject words and especially
personal pronouns in spoken dialogue.
The necessary inclusion of these words
in English dialogue causes Japanese
students to overstress these words causing
an unnatural rhythm to the sentence.
Furthermore, Japanese students rote learn
English vocabulary in school but rarely
practice using new vocabulary in example
sentences. They learn the complete
pronunciation of the word rather than the
natural English pronunciation including
elided letter sounds.

3. The Second New Feature —
Additional Practice for the final
written Examination.

3-1 Worksheet Effectiveness

As mentioned previously (2-2), the
midterm conversation test was the new
method for JH and GO. Moreover, The
method needed to be attended with another
new method. Before the midterm speaking
test started, GO gave out a worksheet test
essentially to ‘kill time" until the end of
the lesson. JH and GO had expected the
speaking tests to last the full 90 minutes
as had occurred during the 2017 course.
We had not prepared any review activity
but GO had brought some worksheets to
the lecture in case students had any free
time. Unexpectedly, the worksheet did
have a positive effect. It was designed
as a review of the vocabulary and model
sentence structures studied in the first
six chapters of the textbook. It included
English to Japanese and Japanese to
English translation questions. GO and
JH informed the students that these
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worksheets would be very similar to the
format of the final examination at the end of
the semester. To that end it was a positive
experience. Students were well motivated
to answer the questions and asked JH and
GO for clarification about certain words
and expressions. The students did not
have enough time to fully complete the
worksheet and were told to finish it ‘for
homework’. They did so and submitted the
sheets to GO during the next lesson.

At the conclusion of the end of semester
speaking test another worksheet was given
to the students. The final speaking tests had
also been completed in less than 60 minutes
which resulted in a spare 30 minutes. JH
was happy that the students had concluded
the speaking challenge requirement of the
course and therefore focusing on skills to
help pass the final written test was more
important than any review. The speaking
tests were conducted during the 14® lecture
out of 15. During the 15" and final lecture
another written task was undertaken - this
was more in the nature of a ‘mock test .
The students undertook the mock test
during the first 45 minutes of the lecture.
GO and JH reviewed the answers with the
students for the second 45 minutes of the
lecture. JH took the opportunity to further
practice correct English pronunciation of
some of the test questions but this was not
the focus of the task.

JH and GO realized that the role of
the worksheets (which during the 2017
course had been regarded as merely
for the purpose of ‘killing time') had
changed during the 2018 course to become
an essential review tool and practice

training for students to help them pass

the final written test. Prior to 2018 the
end of semester paper test was only an
assessment of reading skills. It consisted
of questions involving the translation of
relatively long texts, mainly from English to
Japanese, and some translation of Japanese
expressions into English. The new test
included different questions asking students
to translate doctor’'s or nurse's instructions.
It also asked students to identify the
correct English medical conversation
phrase to use in an example patient-
doctor situation. To pass the test, students
needed to revise all aspects of the course
carefully, not just the medical vocabulary.
The practice worksheets and mock test
gave the students a clear indication of what
would be required of them during the final

examination.

3-2 Outcome and Issues - Hey Fever
Shock

JH and GO realized that the worksheet
tasks undertaken at the conclusion of both
the midterm and end of semester speaking
tests had proved very effective. The
students’ performance during the mock
paper test further supported this. These
three written tasks combined provided the
students with solid practice opportunities
allowing them all to perform well above
average in the final written examination.
The pass-rate was 100 percent.

In spite of the successful final exam, JH
and GO identified some further issues.
Students needed more in-class practice for
the two speaking tests but time restraints
prevented this. This shortcoming was
only identified after the 7" lecture of the

course and at that stage significant changes
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would have affected the overall course
effectiveness. However, JH and GO were
able to make some fine adjustments’ and
this proved useful.

JH and GO identified that students’
English medical vocabulary memorization
ability was poor. For example, during the
mock test many students were unable to
give the correct Japanese translation of
the English expression “hay fever’. Even
though this is a common medical condition
in Japan and several students had in fact
complained of suffering from ‘hay fever’
type allergies at the start of the semester.
JH and GO concluded that greater emphasis
needed to be placed on basic vocabulary
memorization in the future.

JH suggested to GO that perhaps in future
courses some Japanese-language role-play
might be prove useful to help identify key
medical words and expressions for example:
“What has brought you here today?” in
Japanese: “Kyou wa dou saremashita ka?"
This would help students to distinguish
between straight vocabulary translation
and euphemistic medical expressions used
in both Japanese and English language
situations.

As was the case during the 2017 course,
the speaking practice tasks undertaken
during every lecture proved effective.
Both JH and GO fully participated in the
pair-work activity this year. This helped
avoid ‘laziness characterized by students
choosing to practice with the same partners
every week. Essentially we forced them
to interact with all members of the class

rather than their immediate friends.
Nursing students upon starting their
professional careers must as a matter of
routine interact with many different kinds

of patients.

4. Conclusion

JH and Go have agreed to continue our
teaching practice and publish further
reports. In the last two years, they have
built a good working relationship and the
application of ‘reversed team teaching’ is
both effective and noteworthy. The teaching
system, in which the native speaker
takes the lead and the Japanese teacher
assists, provides the best possible learning
environment for junior college students who
struggle with studying English. JH and
GO have decided to continue their team-
teaching and make efforts to improve it so
that students’ interests can be maximized.
This reversed partnership can be applied
to many different learning situations and

environments.
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